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1. Name of Property 
historic name Webster Meth0dist Church 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number 

city. town 
stateJf()rth CarolIna code 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

f!J private 

o public·local 
o public-State o public· Federal 

116 

HC county 

Category of Property 

!D building(s) o district 
·Osile o structure 

o object 

Name of related muliiple property listing: 
N/A 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

J acksol'J. 

N/Unot for publication 
N/ vicinity 

code 099 zip code 29788 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 

___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

As the designated authorily under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 2" amended. I hereby certify that this 
[}g nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and mee the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opi i prop [!] m t 0 do s not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

t' ..... 11/13/89 
Dale 

Siale or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, Ihe property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continualion sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

o entered in the Nalional Register. 
OSee conlinuation sheet. 

o determined eligible for the National 
Register. OSee conlinualian sheet. 

o deiermined not eligible for the 
Nalional Register. 

Oremoved from the National Register. 
Oother, (explain:) ______ -..,,--_ 

Dale 

Signature at the Keeper Date 01 Action 



6, runcUon or Use 

Historic F~nc1iqns -'enter cale~o~ies. (rom inst~uctions) 
:i.eJ.~sl'Jn: re-Ll~l'JUS 3--C~~·~tur2 

7, Description 
Archileclural Classilicalion 
(enler calegories from inslruclions) 

Other: Vernacular Gothic Revival 

Describe presenl and hisloric physical appearance, 

Current Functions (enter cate;Ofles ~rom insiructions) 
~8li~~J::: ~s:i~~:~3 st~~ct~re 

Materials (enter categories from ins:fUctions) 

foundation __ -,S:i-Ll.' iJ0LnLt"''-__________ _ 
walls ____ ..J\"-v Q",' aa~-..:.rJJ' "::..r~;'cLO'-'::'" -'-.dLl.... ______ _ 

roof ____ +r~,rJe~s~sLe~d~~~"~~~~'_)L_~SLOujJnLg~)~c~SL-___ 
other 1;vood 

The Webster Methodist Church is sited on a slight rise on the west side of 
.y" 1''-~lgnway 10, which is also the ~ain Street of toe town of ~e~ster. To tile 

sO;ltll of the church is the" rock sCllOol" building, erected Ll 1936; to the 

north is a modern ranch style parsonage and a largd ~acant l~: which was once 

the site of the Mountain fiew ~otel. rhe ch~rch tJilding f22ES east, looking 

over ~he highway and toward the ra~ine w~ic~ runs ~ehind ~:a~~ ~treet properti2 

~ Wind screen of tall pines separa~es the c~~~c~ pro~e~ty fr:~ the school. ~ 

concrete walkway leads from churcb steps to road ~nd a grass~ lawn surrounis 

the building. 

~he Webster Methodist 8hurch is a weat})erb02rded, g~b!~-ro6fe~ rectangular 

bllilding, painted white, wit~ engage1 bell to~er. ~he m9in e~:ran2e to t~e 

church is in the gable end facing the highway and thrcug}l t~~ base of t~e cel~ 

tower. 7he building is" four bays long, eac~ bay containing a six over six ~in­

dow ~ith pedimented heading. ~he cornice is boxed and has re:~rns. Frieze, 

cornice and cornerboards are plain. The foundation of 

~nd the roof is of the original t!n s~ingles. 

L' .... De is stone 

':'he :nain archi tectur"l interest of tte c~1Urcl~ building is fC'.::1d in the tlnee-

bay entrance facade, whicI) is do:;)inated by 2.;t engaged bell ::::""'8:- WI"lich riSeS 

in t'II0 stages and CUlminates in a splayed pryc.:nidal cap ."r,ic>, serves as the 

steeple. Gothic arched vents are centered on all four sides ~: the tower's 

second tier, just beneath its cap. A blind fan and a diamond-shaped vent orna­

ment its principal face above the church entrance. 

The building's entrance composition is unique in Jackson county. Rectang­

ular six-over-six sash windows with pointed-arched transom flank the base 

of the bell tower, which has corners faced by Ionic piers with recessed 

lancet panels. These piers carry a segmental arch and enfrace a portico 

Gl See conl;~ualion sheel 
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hollowed out of t~e base c~ ~~e tower. The door into the church, a double­

leaf door of six panels, is 5~rmounted by a Gothic transom and is flall~ed 

by sidelights wit~ Jo~hic ~e~ds. ~luted Ionic pilasters with spearpoint heads 

divide the sideligh~s fro~ ~he doorway. 

In the interior of the ch~rch tuilding, a central aisle leads from main 

entrance to the communion rail, behind which the pastors' chairs are set 

in an alcove under a low arch. iindows with plain surrounds have the original 

handblown frosted panes. ~eW5 are high-backed and made o! wide pine boards. 

~alls and ceiling a~9 plas:e:, painted white. The present flooring was laid 

in 1945, over t~e o~igi~~~ ;~~e flooring. 

T~e sanctuary was shortel:e~ ~~ ~339 when a partition was placed behind t~e 

pastors' chairs, allowi~g 5~~~e for an additi~nal room in ~he west end of 
the building. T~is sC~Jol room is entered from each side o~ t~e 

~ith the exception ~~~~rior partition and new oak flooring, ,',e bste: 

:·1etliodist Church is ~D'::::~.2.::,se: s:nce its comp2.etiOl! in 1937. 

~~e half-acre lot contai~s ~: cemetery_ Deceased me~bers of t~e c~ng~egation 

are buried at tbe 3till~el: :e~etery on Little Savannah ~oad ·or at the 

ivebsterJemetery on 3uc:l3.r.aYl ::'oop. 



8. Statement of Significance 
C'ertifying oHicial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide ~ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B IX(l COD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~A DB Dc OD DE OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person / N A 

Period of Significance 

1997 

Culturaf AHiliation 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 

13Q 7 

State significance of property. and justify criteria. criteria considerations. and areas and periods of significance noted above, 

The ~ebiter Met~odist Church is eligible for the National Register under 

Criterion C because it is the oldest and one of the moat architecturally signif: 
cant churches in Jackson County. Builtin 1387 for the 'debster :'lethodist con­
gregation, the design of the churcb is similar to other churches ouilt in the 
county before the turn of the century, but the wealth of detail, both Gothic 
and classical, ~ake it outstanding. No changes ba~e been made to the exterior 01 

the church since its construction; on the interior, the sanctuary, which origi­
nally occupied the interior as one large room, lIas been shorten9d to provide 
space for a second room on the west end of the original sanctuary. 
******************************************************************************* 

Architectural context: After the opening of lands to settlers in Western ~orth 

Carolina, church services were held in local homes and were led by itinerant 
preachers who rode hundreds of miles each month "on the circuit." 'debster ,as 

added to the Methodist circuit in 1359 but the local congregation did not have 
a church building until 1S87 wh9n they erected this tr~ditional, yet stylish, 
church. During that era, many decorated frame houses W9re being buil t in J3.cl{sO(, 
County, and churches of the period were likewise of frame construction. Most 
were small, rectangular buildings with the entrance in the gable end, and ~ost 
had a belfry capped by a conical or pyramidal roof. 1 •. ;rhe nartial inventory 

addl1:10nal 
of historic properties in Jackson County (1975) lists/extant church buildings 
with belfry: Catherine's Chapel BaptLst Church (1906), JolIn's Creek Methodist 
Church (c. 1399), Olivet ~ethodist Church (c. 1995~ and Webster Baptist C~~rch 

" (1900). The Church of the Good Shepherd (1895) has a free-standing belfry.-· 

Because Jackson County, located in the Appalachian mountains of southwest NJrt~ 
[i] See ·continuation sheet 
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::!arolina, was isolated 2nd sparsely settled at the tun: o£' t':2 cent-..;::y, t;lese 

bu:'ldings are the :'irst generation of churc!1 buildings in tl1E c:)unt.:,'. 

~he ~etster ~ethodist Church offe::s the ,most elaborate d2~or2tive t=i~ o~ 

the remaining turn-of-the-century church buildings in Ja2ksoD ~ounty. !: 

co~~ains Gothic detail in Windows, vents and tran30~ and task~t arc~:, 211j a 

~ealth of classic21 details, including I ::>nic piers 1 

pilas~e~s with spearpoint l~eads, sidelights ~nd portico. ~he ~acade, t~e ~ro-

-iuct of 2.n u::1known, t2.ler.ted carp~nter-buildt::r, has been C3.l2.2j 1I:,:"~:j-2-;:ir~te 

ener;etic ar:::! 

~~i3:oric2.l· 3aCKgrot.,;nc..: :ackson ::)u~~{ ~as f8~~ec l~ ~S5~, re~:"2iG~3 li~ 

was do~inated by Baptist anj \II../...' d' t . ' 't' 4. " -1-' •• ../... ~'::':~··"l' CP':::; ile..,no lS cenC):nlna lons. .'.ev::C:':lS" '-'__ __ 

we~e held in private ~C)mes or in the only churc~ building, Io':e's ~~apel, w~li 

was fo~nded in 1540 on t~e property of John 3. Love. S , In 196~, ;·!et~~dists 
i~ ·~eb3ter joined the Baptist and Presbyterian congregat~ons in ~~e cons~ruc-

ti8n of a church and school building in Wetstet, on the site ~~ t~:s :r~sent 

~eiden house on Main Street. Webster ~ethodists met t~e::e on :~e ~!=st and 
third Sundays of each month, but the approximately 330 xe~bers (whi:': include 
fi ';e tlacks) anxiously planned for a church building whicL tb:!y cou:"d call 

/ 

t '"" ' o. !.91r own. 

On ~ecember 11, 1351, William and Mary Bumgarner sold a tract of 12nd in the 

middle of the town of WebstEr to the trustees for the Methodist Episcop21 

Jhurch, South, for the sum of J50.00, as a "place of di7ine worship for the 
use of the ministry and membership.,,7·':lilliam :Bumgarner (1339-1902) ·"as the s 

of Jharles and aebecca Odum Bumgarner, who had been founding ~embers of the 
Love's Jhapel Methodist Church. 3 ·Trustees of the Webster church were :lilliam 

Enloe, wealthy merchant and father-in-law of attorney Kalter ~. ~oo=e, ~eorge 

W. Spake, Nethodist minister and later postmaster of Wetster, 1. Co:"e~an 

Hall, wealthy farmer whose property extended along the west tank o~ the ~UCk2' 

seegee ~iver, Dr. James y ,~~ dl~ l "n ""0 as" "rl' 2"ell -',-a~-"c' ,,+ .1. 'va.n .... r, P1YS1Cla J .l.. om ...• _ L.. ,;-,1 .LH'·'· ........... " 

. J '" ~ 11 9. ane a~es n. lerre . :hese were men of education and means, well-equipped 
to design a building of merit and style, and the last-mentio~ed, ~2~es .~. 

Te~rell, ~ro~ides i~~l'=~~' l'n~o ~h~ ~.I.'ntDrp~tiC)n of reli~io~ a~j every~ay life 
• .j .... ::> •• ..., Y y •• L. ................ -' 
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in riebster during t~is period of c~nstruction. 

James j. Terrell was bor~ in }utherford County ·in 1929. ~ittle is known of 

his early life. In 1352 ~e ~eca~e an Indian agent with his long-time friend 

;:illiam Hollani Tr,omas, trader, state senator, land owner, and "great bene­

factor of the Charo~ees.·,10·?errell managed ?homas's store in ~uallatown in 

Jackson County, the c~siness center of the Cherokee Indian reservation. In 

the Civil War, he was a captain in the 69th North Carolina }egiment, called 

the Thomas Legion in honor of its commander, William Holland Thomas. After 

the war, ~errell was active in Indian affairs and studied and wrote about 

Cherokee custo~s and ~ythology.11. In 1559 Terrell married Leila, daughter of 

Glrich Keener, (19:1-1356), a ~;ethodist minister from East Tennessee who in 

1350 became t:-,s fiys: minister to t[Je t;chota Indian i1ission in ~uallatbwn. 

Keener was also the first Methodist itinerant preacher in Jackson County, wher. 

he began his circuit ?reaching in 1347. 12 . 

Terrell was Jackson County's first county surveyor and one of the first super­

intendents of schools. Re was a county commissioner from 1979 to 1934, and 

a member of the North Carolina Rouse of Representatives for the term beginning 

in 1391. 13 . 3is life was rich with service for the Methodist Church. He was a 

trustee of the local church and later chairman of the Board of Deacons for the 

Webster Circuit, which served seven area Methodist churches. 14 • 

construction of the new church building was completed in 1997. Local lumber 

provided the wsatherboarding, pegged pews and flooring. paint was shipped from 

Knoxville. Handblovm frosted panes formed windows and gas lights hung from 

the side walls. Faint and gas lights have .been replaced, but pews, windows and 

weatherboarding remai~ to this day. A parsonage just to· the north of the churci 

was completed in 1357 also; this dwelling was replaced several times between 

1997 and 1956, when t~e present brick ranch house was built. 15 • In 1939 a 

partition was erectee. be~ind t~e pulpit in "';he sanctuary, Shortening the 

sanctuary area and ~rcviding s~ace for a 3unday School room. In 1945 new oak 

flooring cover=d the ~eteriorating pine flooring. 16 • 

,\1 though the ,;ebster :'~et~qdist ,;l1urch has never had a large congregation, 
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early me~barship roles read "like a who's who in North Carolina: ~adison, 

Mc~ee, Terrell, Alley, 3nloe, Allison, ;100re, ~isher, Broyles, Bryson, leader 
of both church anci state.,,17. The congregation has been active since 1'3'37, 

an~ the church is still the central church of the Webster Methodist Circuit. 

?OJI'NOT'OS 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
o preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
o previously listed in the National Register o previously determined eligible by the National Register o designated a National Historic Landmark 
o recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ____ ~ __________________________ _ 

o recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record# __________________________ . ______ __ 

o See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional cata: 

GrJ Slate historic preservation oHice 
o Other State agency o Federal agency o Local government 
OUniversily 
OOther 
Specily repository: 

). O. Ge~ i c a I D.::ao.:t a7---,--C'cc.,,---­
.5 ac.re Acreage of property ______ ~ ________________________________________________________ ~ 

UTM References 
A LlLZJ 1219,810,°1°1 

Zone Easting 

C u...J I I , I , , 

Verbal Boundary Description 

13,911,312,4,0 I 
Northing 

I , I , I II I 

B u...J I i ! i ! , I 
Zone Easting Nor.hing 

D u...J I ! , I ! , I , I 

D See continuation sheet 

The southern one-half of parcel 1898 as shown on the orthop~oto map of 
Jackson County, North Carolina, inventory of real property, 1080. as dis-
tributed by the Jackson County, NC, Department of Planning. Outlined in 
red on accompanying copy of orthophoto map. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The Webster Methodist Church occupies the original lot deedEd to the church 
in December, 1881, and described as a one-half acre lot in Jac~son County 
Register of Deeds, Book 15, page 29. 

o See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
n ameflille __ -.JC..;,ilarrJ:QL.ll;Y'?nlLJ"Al..~Hl1lJul!mllPlJhclruise"'S'---~( ""f",o",r~t,,-h=e'.......!W,!:' e~b,-,s~tece~r--,H,-,' 1.",' s~t"o:.=r-,i"c",a~l~Sc"o~c"-,,,i~e~t;_;y~·;,-) _______ ~ 
organization -------------,,---=-----:-::co:----------------------- date December 1, 1988 
slreet & number Rou te 2, Box 175 telephone 704/526 - 9462 
cily or 10wnHighlands " state __ ...:N"'C"'-_________ zip code 28741 
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